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Moss, south of Oslo,” said Butow,
who came to the Peninsula several
years ago from Prince George, where
she was highly involved in that area’s
business improvement association
and community arts council.

She remembers Christmases
in Moss vividly as month-long
celebrations of increasing excitement
and merriment — all triggered by the
official launch of the season at the
end of November.

“There would be a huge Christmas
tree in front of the :
church and the
community square,”
she said.

“Wed all be
dancing around
and singing carols,
and the merchants
would all have
stuck up paper in
the windows of
their businesses. After the mayor
had declared the Christmas season -
open, the paper came down and
there would be all these wonderful
displays.”

It’s part of the reason, she believes,
that Christmas has always been
special to her, and why she’s been
involved in organizing special events
all her life - “or, at least, since I was
16 and started a folk song club in
Norway.”

And Butow believes there’s every
potential for Christmas to be just as
exciting here — and be a destination
for visitors from throughout the
region and beyond. :

“Id love, one day, to see the whole
of Johnston Road decorated with
lights over the street - like they have
in Norway — and have carolers in
old-fashioned costumes singing on
each corner, and the front of all the
businesses decorated,” she said.

“We've had a good response this
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year — but next year will definitely
be bigger,” said Butow, who said
her organizing efforts have shown a
distinct need in the community for
such a festival.

Fellow committee member Brian
Walks — who helps organize and
promote St. Mark’s Anglican’s
popular Journey of Christmas
display annually - said Butow has
been tireless in her efforts to get
Christmas on the Peninsula off
the ground, including attending
practically every Christmas-
themed event in the
community last year.

“She’s been working
on this for close to
15 months - she was

of this year,” Walks

_ said.
“T've been involved

since the spring,
because of my love for the Christmas
holiday, and also for the community.

“The other component of this is
that it's a means of publishing and
promoting all the Christmas events
on the Peninsula, from the launch
on Nov. 28 to Dec. 26, the last day
of the White Rock Players Club's
pantomime.”

He said that when people attend
this Saturday’s events — for which
a shuttle bus will run continuously
from venue to venue and parking

- ‘area to parking area — they will

receive not only a sheet detailing the
day’s activities, but also a calendar of
events throughout the month.
“That’s something we need in
the area — before I've just been one
person trying to publicize one event.
This takes it to a new level.
“It gets more people involved with
participating and creates an appetite
for more — people love that sense of

__community spirit”’

Christmas on the -
Peninsula ‘ =
This celebration of Christmas in .
the old-fashioned Victorian style
takes place this Saturday, Nov. 28
at the White Rock Community
Centre and other areas around the
community. :
Highlights include a Christmas
market, lighting of the White Rock
Christmas tree at Miramar Vl]lage,
an open house at Coast Capital
Playhouse, cafe and fair at Star
of the Sea Hall, and a flurry of
activities at community churches,
including a craft fair and special
screenings of Christmas films. For
more information, call 604-542-
3776.

CHRISTMAS ON THE PENINSULA

Come out and celebrate!

Celebrate Christmas on the Peninsula on November 28, at
the White Rock Community Centre and 10 uptown venues!
This city wide event, organized by the Christmas on the
Peninsula Society, is a great opportunity to €ome together
as a community and celebrate the upcoming holiday
season.

For more information, visit their web site at
hiip://christmasonthepeninsula.com/.




